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Observation Cars in the 

Austrian Alps of Europe, 

1912-1914.



Canadian Pacific

London Office 



1906 CP builds Empress of Britain & Empress 

of Ireland for Tourist and immigration traffic. 



July 1907

CPR & SOO Line introduce new train St-Paul 

to Spokane, then to Portland, Ore. in 1909.



European artist Cyrus Cuneo paints  this 

poster for the CPR that is included in the 

Illustrated London News, London, Eng. 



For a five-year period, one could travel on this 

train from Portland, Oregon to St Paul, Minn. 

Change to another CPR train at the Twin 

Cities and travel by the CPR to S. S. Marie, 

Ottawa, Montreal and Portland, Maine.



Austria under Emperor Franz Joseph is 

impressed by the rail tourism in the Canadian 

Rockies.



Sends delegation to Canada and 

invites CPR to run carriages in 

Austria



CP at the time is using open 

mountain observation cars and had 

been since 1890.



Contract is signed on 20 December 1911 to provide staff and 

parlor -observation cars. Cars are ordered 12 January 1912 to 

be built to CPR plans & specifications.



Opened 09-1884 ï2nd track 07-1885.

6.3 miles long. Longest for over 100 years.

Electrified ï1920s.



First three cars are delivered: 

óCANADAô, óEUROPEô & óAMERICAô

August 1912



Lettering Style used 1893 to 1913

Designed by Edward Colonna.



Exterior of cars are of Teak timber 

to match the cars of Wagons-Lits .



Interiors had 34 armchairs covered in green 

leather, with matching desk. Each car cost 

$23,000.00.



CPR observation-parlor car óCANADAô 

is blessed by Father Burke at old Vienna 

West Station


