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Windsor Station was:

ACanadi an Pacific Railwayodos head
AOne of Montreal 6s principal rail
It is neither today, but remains an impressive presence downtown.




Canadi an Paci fi1 cos e

ACP was headquartered in Montreal at its founding in 1881, occupying
rented office in Placd 0 A r an@ teen Victoria Square. At the time, it

owned no railway lines in the city.

ACP purchased a line from Montreal to Ottawa in 1882, and another to
Quebec City in 1886. Both served Dalhousie Square station in the eas

of downtown Montreal.

ACP was building lines from Toronto and from eastern Canada and U.S.
points. These would enter Montreal from the west, inconveniently far
from Dalhousie Square.

AA new building in the west of downtown could be a terminal for these
|l T nes and provide office space
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CPOSs new | 1 nes
and south were connected

to the earlier northern lines

by a long circuitous route
around Mount Royal.

Passenger trains from west
and south reached the city
centremore directly using

a new line from Montreal
West to Windsor Station.
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A note on compass points in Montreal

Montreal street directions are giver
relative to the St Lawrence River,
which runs diagonally with respect
to compass directions. Easest
streets roughly parallel the river. |
will use this terminology.

This map notionally shows north o1 s
top. The arrow shows true north. '
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Wi ndsor St ati onao s

CP6s route 1 nto Montreal ran al o

At the new terminal, the tracks were at the level of, and parallel with
Osborne Street, at the top of the hill.

The tracks and platforms were supported on high foundations over the
lower land to the south.

AThe new Windsor Street Station was just two blocks north, and many
feet higher than ri val Grand Tr

Station.

Bonaventure




Buildings forming the station complex
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The Initial station layout
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The main station building, the head house or depot, formed only
a small part of the terminal’s footprint.
Most of the built structure was a 500-foot long 4-track train shed.



The Bruce Price station 1889

New York architect
Bruce Price designed the
new building in the
Romanesque style.

His first 2 designs used
orick and terracotta.

CPO0Os presid
Van Horne insisted on
grey limestone to blend
with the surrounding
houses.

“Building,’” 10 March 1888

“*Building,”” 10 March 1888
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The chosen design |
had a smaller tower.

The building was of
masonry construction

with load-bearing :
Interior and exterior ’
walls.

The floors were

reinforced by steel
channels between the|
walls.
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in groups of three 194, |

foot bays, each with

and third floors unify
a central dormer.

The taller south end

Arches on the seconc
north and south ends
They were contained

balances the lower

basement.



The train shed
extended west,
behindthe houses
on OshorneStreet
to theright.

Despitethe intent
for the stationto
blend with the
surroundings, It
clearly marked a
change to the
neighbourhood




The north wall of
the original train
shed is visible In
this 1899 photo
taken after the
houses on Osborne
Street were
removed to allow
construction of the i D
Maxwell wing. . i [ \ =
Saint Geo JEAESA -] LA
Anglican Church

faces t he
north front.
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Thesouthendof P r | staignsas
onefloor higherthantherestof the
building.

The lower levels of Pr 1 dowveérs
blendin with the restof the facade,
while the upperlevelscontrastmore
sharplywith them
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The neteffectis to distractattention
from the differencesbetweentwo
sections of the facade facing
WindsorStreet




The lower row of
wide arches light
the twastory main
waiting room,
extending under
the tower.

The south wall of
the trainshed and
the elevated yard
tracks are visible
next toDonegani

Street, at left.
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ne south facade faced an
ley between a printing
ant and the backs of
houses on Windsor Street.

T 9 —

1) !HAM




The south end
o f t he
west side had
two spindly
fire escapes.

The tower did
not extend to
the west side.
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% NONTREAL,

The basement story o i i,

was finished in 0 O 40 i e v Cun
rougher stone.

A s mal l N
stood between the

station building and
train shed.

Passengers used t
upper level. The
lower was for
baggage.



On March 17, 190! §

a train ran out of
control into the
trainshed, killing

several peo
destroying t
midway wal
floor.
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The midway was reconstructed with a glass roof and wall, even though
total reconstruction of the station was to commence only months later.




The Price building main floor layout shows the main entrance facing
Osborne Street to the right.
The central corridor led to the main waiting room, adjacent to the tracks.
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Priced0s main
was two stories high. An
additional floor was placed
through this space in 1961.
Many of these arches are still
In place above the modern
dropped celling.

This view Is toward the
southeast.

The stairway leads to the
stati onodos s.out
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Price main waiting room looking Price main waiting room looking
northeast. Corridor to Osborne St.southwest. Doors to train shed are
IS at leftcentre visible through the arches.
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The original
womenos W:q
room was decorated £ =
by Edward Colonna, £}
whose design work [ ]

for CP included
sleeping cars.

This view looks to
the north.
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South wall of the original trainshed and basement in December 1909.
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1911 view of original
trail nvestend.o s

Mud Hut and Maxwell
wing are to left.

Painter wing is under
construction in the
background.



