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CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY.

ƷThe First 32 Years - the wood construction car era 
on the CPR-1881-1913:

ƷThe story covers the first 40 years of passenger 
car rolling stock on the Canadian Pacific Railway.



The Dominion Government Era
in Manitoba 1878 ï1881(1878)

Ʒ The first regular operation of the Pembina Branch was 
entrusted to a contractor Joseph Upper & Company, and 
trains began to operate St. Boniface (Winnipeg) to 
Emerson, connecting with services to St. Paul, Chicago and 
Eastern Canada on 5 December 1878.

Ʒ When the first through passenger train into St. Boniface, 
Manitoba arrived from Emerson, the train consisted of a 
first class coach, which came from the St. Paul and Pacific 
Railway.

Ʒ Train consisted of: one engine, one day coach, flat cars 
and two conductor vans.



The Dominion Government Era
in Manitoba 1878 ï1881(1878)

ƷAt the end of November 1878.

ƷThe Federal Government acquired three (3) 
passenger cars; One (1)mail and express car and, 

ƷTwo (2) first class coaches. 

ƷBut, these had not arrived before the first 
scheduled passenger mixed train operates on 
December 05, 1878. 



The Dominion Government Era
in Manitoba 1878 ï1881(1879)

ƷThe following year 1879 in July/August; 

ƷThe Government acquired two (2) additional 
passenger cars, both combination cars;

ƷThe 1st - a baggage, mail and smoking car,

ƷThe 2nd - a mail and smoking car, as mail service 
had begun between Emerson and St Boniface 
(Winnipeg) on January 09, 1879 to points in 
eastern Canada via the USA.



First mail by rail into Winnipeg
January 09, 1879.



The Dominion Government Era
in Manitoba 1878 ï1881(1879)

ƷThere is no complete record on the car numbers 
or builder information for these government 
coaches, but it is known all five were acquired 
second hand. 

ƷOne source indicates the government contractors 
in August 1879 had obtained a total of ten (10) 
locomotives, two (2) óFirst Classô coach cars, two 
(2) smoking cars, 21 box cars and 148 platform 
cars and a number of conductor vans.



The Dominion Government Era in 
Manitoba - 1879

Ʒ First óconventionalô passenger train on the Pembina Branch 
operates August 1879.

Ʒ No ó2ô - óJoseph Whiteheadô No 2 ïengine;                        
No ó1ô - Baggage, Mail and Coach;                                                 
No ó1ô - óFirst Classô coach and                                                         
No ó3ô - óFirst Classô coach.



The Dominion Government Era in 
Manitoba 1878 ï1881 (1880)

ƷJust a year after starting operation, on  
February 10, 1880, the government 
discontinues the Upper contract and begins 
to operate the Pembina Branch under its 
own government railway administration, for 
which the name óCanadian Pacific Railwayô 
(note the absence of the word ñcompanyò) 
was chosen.



The Dominion Government Era
in Manitoba 1880 ï1881 (1880)

Ʒ On March 15, 1880 
Ʒ Sanford Fleming, Chief Engineer of the Government lines ordered four 
(4) óFirst Classô coaches and one (1) Official car from James Crossen of 
the Cobourg Car Works. These five cars were completed 1st June 1880 
and delivered to Winnipeg via US lines.

Ʒ The contract embraced all necessary labour, machinery and other plant 
materials, articles and things necessary for the construction and 
completion of four (4) óFirst Classô passenger cars, to carry 64 
passengers each, and one Official car; all to be constructed and 
finished in accordance with the specifications and designs, and having 
the óWestinghouse Automatic Air-Brakeô attached.  Total cost was 
$25,500.00 on Government contract 65.



The Dominion Government Era in 
Manitoba - 1880

ƷFour coaches delivered from Crossen 1880.



The Dominion Government Era in 
Manitoba 1880-1.

ƷShorty after, two (2) baggage cars were ordered 
from the Ontario Car Co. in London, Ont. and 
arrive in late August 1880.

ƷGovernment Total Now:

Ʒ7 - new cars built in 1880.

Ʒ5 - 2nd hand cars acquired 1878 & 1879.

ƷFor a total of 12 passenger cars available in 1881.



The Dominion Government era in 
Manitoba - 1880



The Dominion Government Era
in Manitoba 1880 ï1881 (1880)

ƷSanford Fleming resigns from Government in 1880 
to act as a consultant to the CPR and Collingwood 
Schreiber becomes chief engineer in charge of 
government operations. Fleming becomes a 
Director of the CPR.

ƷUnder Government ownership the rolling stock 
was lettered ñCANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAYò and 
retained their original numbers until the óCompanyô 
set up its own system of numbering cars, believed 
to have been at the end of 1881 or early in 1882.





The Dominion Government Era in 
Manitoba (1881)

Ʒ On April 08, 1881 it is known that the Dominion 
Government possessed 12 passenger cars in Manitoba.

Ʒ Canadian Pacific Railway óCompanyô assumes operations on 
April 09, 1881.

Ʒ The new Canadian Pacific Railway Company will acquire six 
(6) cars and the Government will retain six (6) for use by 
the contractors on the same day, April 09, 1881.

Ʒ May 01, 1881 ïFirst Public timetable and schedule for the 
CPR is published.



CPR Wood Passenger Car Rolling 
Stock in the West ïApril 09, 1881

ƷSo, the CPR roster begins in Manitoba with 
six (6) passenger cars of which three (3) 
were óFirst Classô day coaches, and three (3) 
were baggage cars. 

ƷOne (1) box car used as a baggage car also 
appears at about this time with little known 
history or background. 



CPR Wood Passenger Car Rolling 
Stock in the West

Ʒ Winnipeg ïFirst Mechanical Superintendent:
Ʒ February 1881 to December 1886* - F.C. Butterfield.

Ʒ Montreal ïSecond Mechanical Superintendent:
Ʒ March 1882 to June 1883 - Kennet W. Blackwell.
Ʒ Montreal ïThird Mechanical Superintendent.
Ʒ July 1883 to July 1889 - Francis Robert Fontain Brown.

Ʒ (much like a Division Mechanical Superintendent)

Ʒ First new CPR locomotives ïPortland engines Nos. 1 to 6 
arrived in the west August and September 1881.



CPR Wood Passenger Car Rolling 
Stock in the West - 1881

Ʒ July 1881. 
Ʒ The CPR acquires Grand Trunk Railway car No ó23ô and the 
car becomes CPR óOfficial Carô No ó1ô and will remain as 
such until it is converted to óPay Carô No ó1ô in 1884.

Ʒ November 1881.
Ʒ One second hand óFirst Classô coach No ô15ô is ordered west 

in November (former Old Colony RR coach).

Ʒ December 31, 1881. 
Ʒ Canadian Pacific has nine (9) passenger cars in service on 

the Western Division.


